Vista: May 11, 2017 by University of San Diego
University of San Diego
Digital USD
USD Vista USD News
5-11-2017
Vista: May 11, 2017
University of San Diego
Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.sandiego.edu/vista
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in USD Vista by an
authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu.
Digital USD Citation




VOLUME 54 ISSUE 22 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2017 
INSIDE 
NEWS 1-4 
P-Safe gives safety tips 
Interim Chief Quinton Kawahara 
speaks to officers' training and 
preparedness 
ARTS/CULTURE 5-6 
5 best California burritos 
San Diego burrito spots just in time 
for summer 
FEATURE 7-10 
Navigating USD with a disability 
Students handle construction, 
commuting across campus with 
disabilities 
Another year gone 
What happened in the 2016-2017 
academic year 
OPINION 11-13 
Senior's last thoughts 
The USD Vista seniors offer advice 
as graduation approaches 
SPORTS 14-16 
USD alumni coach in the NBA 
Former Toreros on staff for two NBA 
title contenders 













































FIND US ONLINE 








University of San Diego 
Provost Andrew Allen will 
leave his office this year 
after four years in the role. 
Allen will step down and 
pass the baton to Gail Baker, 
Ph.D., from the University 
of Nebraska Omaha (UNO). 
Among his other roles, 
the provost position requires 
Allen to oversee nine deans, 
Information Technology 
Services, the Center for 
Inclusion and Diversity, the 
Center for Catholic Thought 
and Culture, the Karen and 
Tom Mulvaney Center for 
Community Awareness 
and Social Action, and the 
Changemaker Hub. He 
explained the position is 
best summed up as the 
chief academic officer. 
Allen is not moving 
on from USD. In fact, he is 
moving down the hallway 
from his old office for a new 
position. Allen explained 
that USD President James 
T. Harris III created a new 
position that he will assume. 
"President Harris created 
a new role," Allen said. "[I 
will be] Vice President of 
Institutional Effectiveness 
and Strategic Initiatives." 
Allen explained that 
his new position came into 
fruition because of the 
See PROVOST, Page 3 
Men's tennis wins WCC 
Photo courtesy of WCC Sports/lnstagram 
Read the story, Page 14. 
Marching for change 
Students continue to join in local marches for science 
and climate change 
Photo courtesy of Elessar Brugger 
Attendees at the People's Climate March in San Diego marched along Waterfront park. 
GLENN McDONELL 
Contributor 
The first few months of 
2017 have seen an increase 
in the amount of marches, 
protests, and activist 
movements in the U.S. and 
across the world. The Women's 
March on Jan. 21 marked the 
largest single-day protests 
in U.S. history, according 
to the Atlantic. Ever since 
then, activism has increased 
significantly surrounding a 
variety of issues, especially 
climate change, immigration, 
and women's rights. 
Several USD students 
have noticed these growing 
sentiments and have chosen 
to take part in some of 
the marches and protests 
which have occurred 
in the San Diego area. 
On April 29, the 100th day 
of Donald Trump's presidency, 
hundreds of San Diegans took 
to the streets of Downtown San 
Diego. Protesters, including 
several University of San 
Diego students, went to protest 
the current administration's 
stance on climate change and 
to raise awareness for a range 
of environmental issues. 
The People's Climate 
March was organized in 
conjunction with similar 
movements in several cities 
across the country, most 
notably Washington D.C. Tens 
of thousands of concerned 
See MARCHING, Page 4 
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Public Safety preparedness 
Taking a closer look at campus procedures and how students can protect themselves 
toward the Vista Apartments, this statement about what 
Once I was back on main USD students can do to 
"I feel very safe on campus. I always try to 
be attentive to my surroundings in order to 





on innocent people seem 
to be happening more 
frequently across the country. 
Historically, college campuses 
have not been exempt from 
the threat of these tragedies. 
On April 30, several 
people at the University City 
apartment complex, which 
is home to many University 
of California, San Diego 
students, were attacked at the 
apartment's pool. According to 
the San Diego Union-Tribune, 
the shooter was shot and 
killed by police upon arrival. 
On May 2, a stabbing 
occurred on the University 
of Texas at Austin campus. 
Four male students were 
stabbed with one student 
being fatally injured, according 
to UT-Austin Chief of Police, 
David Carter. The suspect 
was taken into custody 
and charged for murder. 
According to the 
Department of Public Safety 
(P-Safe), being well-informed 
and reporting dangerous or 
suspicious behavior is the 
key to ensuring maximum 
safety measures are in place 
to protect USD students. 
Interim Chief Quinton 
"Q" Kawahara explained 
the training P-Safe officers 
go through and what they 
carry on their person. 
"New Public Safety 
officers receive approximately 
14 weeks of field training 
when they are hired, and 
they continue to receive 
various forms of other training 
throughout their employment 
at USD," Kawahara said. "Our 
Public Safety officers, including 
kiosk officers, carry a firearm." 
Kawahara explained 
this in more detail. 
"In addition to a firearm, 
Public Safety officers carry 
a baton and pepper spray," 
Kawahara said. "Public Safety 
officers and kiosk officers 
carry handcuffs as well." 
According to Kawahara, 
the training that these 
officers go through at USD 
is in addition to the previous 
training and prior employment 
experience that a majority 
of the officers already have. 
Kawahara commented 
on the weekly active 
shooter training that 
was held on campus for 
students during the Fall and 
start of Spring semester. 
"We were offering the 
Active Shooter presentation 
once a week during the 
Fall and start of Spring 
semester, but due to low to 
no attendance we focused on 
training individual officers or 
groups on campus," Kawahara 
said. "We will start up again 
in the Fall semester for the 
general campus training. 
Training for Active Shooter 
response for our officers is 
continuous and ongoing." 
In cases of incidents 
close to USD but not under 
USD jurisdiction, Public Safety 
is still able to be involved to 
ensure everyone's safety. 
"If an accident or 
incident were to occur out 
on Linda Vista Road, or on 
bordering roads to property 
owned by USD, USD Public 
Safety patrol units would 
respond to ensure all parties 
involved are okay, and to 
request additional assistance 
such as the fire and medical 
department and SDPD," 
Kawahara said. "If one of our 
USD community members is 
involved, we want to address 
safety concerns and support 
them in any way we can." 
To ensure the safety 
of the student body, P-Safe 
officers require the help of 
the USD community. Having 
the tools and weapons they 
carry on them, along with 
the training they go through 
helps the officers do their job. 
However, having the support 
and cooperation of those who 
they are trying to protect is vital. 
Sophomore Molly 
McGarvey is grateful for the 
Public Safety officers and 
has had personal experience 
with Public Safety's help. 
"I feel very safe on 
campus," McGarvey said. "I 
always try to be attentive to 
my surroundings in order 
to keep the campus safe. I 
once encountered a strange 
individual while I was walking 
down Linda Vista toward main 
campus. The individual was 
obviously not in a right state 
of mind and was headed 
campus, I ran into a Public 
Safety officer and told him 
what I saw. He took notes on 
what I said and immediately 
responded to the situation." 
The P-Safe webpage 
contains information about 
what students can do to help 
report dangerous activity or 
situations, as well as what 
sort of situations students 
should be vigilant about. 
"The Department of Public 
Safety supports the mission 
and goals of the University of 
San Diego by providing a full 
range of community-oriented 
crime prevention and crime 
control services to contribute 
to the safety and security 
of the campus community," 
the webpage stated. "This 
is not a job that we can do 
alone. Your help is essential." 
Kawahara confirmed 
make USD a safer campus. 
"All members of the USD 
community should continue 
to report anything suspicious 
to our department in a timely 
manner," Kawahara said. 
"Don't assume someone else 
has contacted ourdepartment." 
Ultimately, teamwork 
between P-Safe and the 
student body will maximize the 
safety of USD and its campus 
community. That being said, 
an announcement regarding 
who has been chosen as the 
new Chief of Public Safety 
to replace retired ChiefLarry 
Barnett, is expected to be 
made soon. With the protection 
of USD at the forefront of the 
new chief's responsibilities, he 
or she will work with P-Safe 
officers to continue to make 
USD a safe campus for all of 
the USD community to enjoy. 
"All members of the USD community 
should continue to report anything 
suspicious to our department in a timely 
manner. Don't assume someone else has 
contacted our department." 
-Quinton Kawahara 
Photo courtesy of USD Public Safety 
Public Safety officers patrol campus on bike and in their vehicles 
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Gail Baker announced as new provost 
PROVOST continued 
from Front Page 
Envisioning 2024 initiative. 
As the Vice President of 
Institutional Effectiveness and 
Strategic Initiatives, Alien will 
help oversee this initiative. 
The USD website 
explains Envisioning 2024 
as a long-term initiative to 
expand campus and the USD 
footprint in a larger community. 
"The plan, which is 
titled Envisioning 2024, 
looks forward to USD's 75th 
anniversary and charts a 
course that builds upon our 
successes in recent years 
as we aspire to set the 
standard for a contemporary 
Catholic university confronting 
humanity's urgent challenges," 
the website stated. 
Allen explained that 
Envisioning 2024 is about 
serving a broader community. 
"[Envisioning 2024] 
comes from the idea of being 
an anchor institution," Allen 
said. "How do we better serve 
the community where we 
are located? We are already 
starting in a good place, but 
what could it look like in 2024?" 
In 1984, Allen started as 
an economics professor and 
taught classes in the business 
school for 20 years. He then 
became a dean before he 
became the associate provost 
and later, provost. Allen has 
watched the campus expand 
over the past 20 years, and he 
explained that there are many 
changes to come in 2024. 
"One of our other 
goals around institutional 
effectiveness is the 
Photo courtesy of Gail Baker 
New provost, Gail Baker, comes the from University of Nebraska Omaha. 
Renaissance plan," Allen 
said. "It will renovate the 
West side of campus." 
Allen explained that 
the Renaissance plan will 
see renovations of Camino, 
Founders, and Copley Library. 
The plan will also include 
a couple new buildings, 
one behind the library and 
one in the Olin parking lot. 
As Allen moves on to 
a different vice presidency, 
Baker will assume most of 
his current responsibilities 
as provost. Baker will 
become the seventh vice 
president when she assumes 
her position as provost. 
Baker comes from UNO 
where she currently sits 
as Dean of the College of 
Communication, Fine Arts, 
and Media. Baker explained 
that she was nominated for 
the position and accepted 
because of USD's mission. 
"I am impressed with 
USD's mission and values," 
Baker said. "I am inspired 
by the notion that the world 
needs changemakers. The 
university's Catholic identity 
and reputation to excellence 
also compelled me to look 
deeper into what USD is 
about. After reading about the 
campus and, more importantly, 
meeting people here, I knew 
this [was] a place I want to be." 
Baker comes from a 
background of academia, 
with a bachelor's degree in 
journalism from the Medill 
School of Journalism at 
Northwestern University, a 
master's degree in marketing 
communications from 
Roosevelt University and 
a doctorate in journalism 
from the University of 
M i s s o u r i - C o l u m b i a .  
Baker expressed her 
excitement to work at USD 
and learn the campus climate. 
"I want to know more 
about our students and 
faculty," Baker said. "I'm 
anxious to learn about the USD 
culture. I want to learn about 
the respective disciplines. I'm 
excited about learning why 
students decide to come here." 
Baker is eager to 
connect with students 
and wants to be visible. 
"I'm hoping students will 
help me with [connecting to 
campus]," Baker said. "I want 
to be accessible and visible 
and to hear about their USD 
academic experiences and 
what they find distinctive 
about their USD education. 
It's no secret at [UNO] that 
I love our students and find 
them inspirational. They 
energize me and give my work 
purpose. I will open the lines of 
communication with students 
and look forward to hearing 
from them. I will respond." 
Baker is looking forward to 
working with the strategic plan 
and the new core curriculum. 
The core curriculum is one 
of Allen's proudest moments 
during his time as provost at 
USD. He explained that the 
core curriculum was the hard 
work of professors, deans, 
and the campus community. 
Allen said he was proud to see 
the new core come together 
during his time as provost. 
Allen shared that he 
is excited to start his new 
position and is looking 
forward to working with Baker. 
"We are all excited 
[Baker] is here," Allen said. 
"We see ourselves as a team." 
Baker will join the 
team this July. As the USD 
community looks to the future, 
the outgoing and incoming 
provosts are excited for the 
new developments with 
o+rotcini^ rtlon nf 90 9A 
Letter from the editor 
To the 2016-2017 Vista Staff 
You have an eye for what is important to the 
USD community, and you never shy away from 
seeking the truth. Every Tuesday, I get to walk 
into a room full of passionate, dedicated, and 
incredibly intelligent journalists because of you. 
In my year as Editor in Chief, you have taught 
me what it takes to be a leader and pushed me 
to improve to the very end. Through the stressful 
days and the late nights, you have always had 
my back, and I couldn't have asked for a better 
team. We have told stories that are controversial, 
investigative, amazing, and funny. We have 
connected with the student body and collaborated 
with USD Radio and TV. We have adapted to 
changes and are always thinking to the future. 
We wrote 22 issues together that I will 
cherish forever. I keep three copies of each one 
tucked away safely (in different locations in 
case there is ever a fire). While print journalism 
is evolving, it is not going extinct. You boldly 
take on the role of watchdogs on campus 
and you report regardless of popular opinion. 
You are fearless, fierce, and one heck of 
a good time outside of the office. You are my 
family at USD. Thank you for an amazing year 
in the newsroom. Of all the stories we have 
written, none of them compare to our story 
working together each week to deliver the news. 
Sincerely, Brooklyn Dippo 
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USD students join in activism 
MARCHING continued 
from Front Page 
citizens came out to make 
their voices heard. Later 
that night, a group of USD 
students gathered to march 
on campus in what became 
known as the March for Love. 
Sophomore Kiana 
Lindsay is an environmental 
science major who hopes to 
work with the UN Environment 
Programme. Lindsay attended 
the March for Science this past 
Earth Day on April 22 to march 
in solidarity with protesters in 
Washington D.C. She said she 
saw the march as a chance 
to express her passions and 
to advocate for science. 
"I wanted to get out there 
and tell everyone that what 
we as science students study 
really is important, and it really 
is going to matter more than 
people might think," Lindsay 
said. "It feels really invalidating 
when people in power in 
D.C. suggest that scientific 
knowledge is somehow 
unimportant or fake." 
The Earth Day march 
gathered crowds of more than 
15,000 and featured speeches 
from several local scientists 
at the civic center. It was an 
indication of just how much 
San Diegans are concerned 
about climate change. Last 
year, the city of San Diego 
made national headlines 
when it unanimously passed 
its Climate Action Plan 
with the goal of converting 
the region completely to 
renewable energy by the year 
2035, according to KPBS. 
James Bolender of the 
Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry at USD said that 
he is confident that San Diego 
will continue in its progress on 
climate change going forward. 
"In terms of jobs in 
the biotech and renewable 
energy industries, I don't 
envision graduates facing too 
many problems finding jobs 
here locally," Bolender said. 
However, the same might 
not necessarily be said for 
lawmakers in Washington. 
According to The New York 
Times, on May 7, President 
Trump signed an executive 
order which rolled back many 
climate change policies 
and replaced members of 
a scientific review board 
with corporate leaders, 
many from the coal industry. 
Lindsay explained 
how recent budget cuts and 
restructuring have had a direct 
impact on some of her peers 
in the science department. 
"I have friends who 
are graduating and having 
trouble finding the jobs they've 
always wanted because 
government agencies, like 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, have been 
freezing their hiring and 
reducing their budgets," 
Lindsay said. "Aside from 
job opportunities, it's just 
scary when we have leaders 
who directly deny and 
oppose science in order to 
please corporate interests." 
On April 29, San Diegans 
gathered for the People's 
Climate March to once 
again resist federal climate 
change negligence and raise 
awareness in the San Diego 
community. While emphasizing 
the importance of support 
for scientific research, this 
march also revealed the social 
impacts of climate change. 
Before the march kicked 
off at Waterfront Park, the 
crowd sat in silence for 
an opening blessing and 
speech made by the Mission 
Indians of the Kumeyaay 
Nation. This invocation 
touched on the Dakota 
Access Pipeline controversy 
and how to move forward. 
Sophomore Hannah 
Craig was in the audience 
and particularly enjoyed 
this moment of the march. 
"The Kumeyaay tribe 
members [said] a prayer in 
their native language, which 
I think really stood as a 
reminder of how sacred our 
natural resources truly are," 
Craig said. "People have to 
realize that the pipeline issue 
isn't over, and there's still 
so much that needs to be 
done to ensure that protected 
lands stay protected." 
Following the speeches, 
the crowd started off toward 
Broadway holding homemade 
signs and chanting slogans. 
Drivers honked to show their 
support for the march chanting 
"Dismiss science expect 
defiance" and "System change 
Photo courtesy of Elessar Brugger 
Attendees at the marches wore creative costumes which promoted environmental policy 
and criticized the government. 
to not climate change." Among 
those gathered were members 
of the Sierra Club, Indivisible, 
and the Surfrider Foundation. 
Not all of the marchers 
considered themselves official 
activists. The crowd also 
consisted of families pushing 
strollers and several students 
from University of California, 
San Diego, San Diego 
State University, and USD. 
Sophomore Thalia 
Alavi said she came out just 
be a part of the scene. 
"I wouldn't consider 
myself an activist, but I totally 
support all of the causes 
represented here," Alavi 
said. "The fact that we have 
so many people who don't 
believe in climate change in 
this country is just crazy to me, 
and I wanna be a part of the 
solution and not the problem." 
Sophomore Stephen 
Jordan took the trolley to the 
march with a group of about 
Photo courtesy of Elessar Brugger 
USD students attended the People's Climate March as well as the March for Science and 
other on-campus marches. 
25 USD students after creating 
signs at the Fleet Science 
Center in Balboa Park. For him, 
the decision to take part in the 
scene was more about unity in 
the face of hatred than it was 
about environmental activism. 
"The fear and hate I've 
witnessed in the media and 
across the country has made 
me passionate about changing 
the divisive culture we live in 
today," Jordan said. "Some 
people feel like these issues 
have become so tense that 
they can't even talk, so we need 
to make it so that people are 
able to comfortably dialogue 
and disagree with each other." 
Jordan created and 
organized the on-campus 
March for Love, which 
occurred at the end of last 
month. In promoting the 
event, Stephen emphasized 
that the march was meant 
to foster unity in the campus 
community rather than push 
a particular political stance. 
"I just wanted to bring 
people together in this time," 
Jordan said. "I think it's 
fulfilling and heartwarming to 
stand side-by-side with those 
we agree with and those 
we might disagree with." 
For students who want 
an escape from the constant 
reminders of controversy 
and conflict in the media, 
events like "Let's Share the 
Love" club's "March for Love" 
provide a sense of campus 
unity. Jordan said that he 
created the club to combat 
hatred and to make it possible 
for people with differing 
viewpoints to come together. 
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5 California burritos to try this summer 
Photo courtesy of @channyyeah/lnstagram 
The Taco Stand is known for its gourmet ingredients. 
Photo courtesy of @pb_inj/lnstagram 
The Lolita's California burrito has become iconic in San Diego. 
V 
Photo courtesy of @sith_bane_omega/lnstagram 
JV's is just down the street on Morena Boulevard, boasting a great California burrito. 
has come a long way since 
its beginnings as a small taco 
shop in 1984, and the food 
quality is a testament to its 
success. Lolita's is a great 
spot for a variety of Mexican 
food, but the California burrito 
is the favorite of many San 
Diegarts. The came asada 
fries are definitely worth a shot 
as well. The closest location 
to USD is in Kearny Mesa, 
just down Linda Vista Road. 
3. JV's 
The closest restaurant to 
campus on the list, JV's is the 
creation of Jesse Verduzco. 
JV's is popular among USD 
students and the rest of San 
Diego as well, and the loaded 
California burrito is probably 
a significant reason behind 
its popularity. The restaurant 
offers a wide selection of tasty 
burritos, but the California is 
one of the most popular. JV's 
California comes with the 
usual ingredients, but adds 
guacamole and salsa to the 
burrito for that extra punch. 
JV's is both convenient and 
delicious, so there's really 
no excuse not to give it a try. 
4. California Burritos 
Well, it's in the name 
right? All jokes aside, 
California Burritos does offer 
an excellent version of its 
namesake. Just east of the 
163 at Genesee Avenue, this 
hole in the wall isn't a terribly 
far drive, and the burrito is 
well worth it. The carne asada 
from California Burritos is 
among the most flavorful on 
this list, and the guacamole 
is exceptional. The burrito 
is a hefty one, so definitely 
come with an appetite. 
Getting at least two cups of 
salsa on the side is a must. 
5. The Taco Stand 
Well-known for its 
handmade corn tortillas and 
street tacos, The Taco Stand 
also delivers on its California 
burrito. The burrito is made 
with 100 percent certified 
angus steak, and the use of 
high quality ingredients comes 
through clearly when you take 
that first bite. The Taco Stand 
also has a large salsa bar, and 
it is worth trying all of them— 
maybe even all of them at 
once. Its California burrito is 
the most gourmet option on the 
list, and it definitely warrants a 
trip into Downtown for a taste. 
There may never be a 
true winner in the California 
burrito category, so instead 
of arguing about which one 
is the best, why don't we 
all go out and try them all? 
WALKER CHUPPE 
Arts & Culture Editor 
In San Diego, debating 
what takes the top spot for 
best Mexican food in town is 
no joke. Feuds have started, 
friendships have ended, and 
tears have been shed over this 
age-old dispute. That may have 
been a slight exaggeration, but 
San Diegans definitely take 
their Mexican food seriously. 
The California burrito 
is perhaps the most iconic 
staple of San Diego Mexican 
food, consisting of carne 
asada, french fries, cheese, 
sour cream, and occasionally 
guacamole or other additions, 
they are some of the absolute 
best in all of San Diego. 
1. Santana's 
Don Arturo Santana is 
often credited with creating the 
California burrito. While that 
title still remains up for debate, 
Santana's has been serving 
the burritos since its creation 
in the 1980s, as long as any 
restaurant in San Diego. Many 
of the Santana's locations 
have been rebranded as Fresh 
MXN, but the location closest 
to USD on Morena Boulevard 
has retained the old Santana's 
name. Perhaps the "original" 
California burrito, Santana's 
remains one of the best burritos 
in San Diego. The ingredients 
are always fresh, and the 
burrito is best paired with their 
Photo courtesy of @seth_robinsonbaypark_/lnstagram 
Santana's is arguably where the California burrito originated. 
all wrapped in a flour tortilla. 
Though it may be impossible 
to decide the definitive best 
burrito, this list comprises 
five standouts to try. All of 
the restaurants featured 
are in close proximity to the 
University of San Diego, and 
handmade Ranchera salsa. 
2. Lolita's 
Lolita's is perhaps one 
of the most recognizable 
names in San Diego Mexican 
food, with locations all over 
the county, including across 
the street from Petco Park. It 
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Exploring off-campus study spots 
CAMILLE HAYWARD 
Contributor 
Staring at the same 
faded grey walls, rows of 
old books, and dead-eyed 
students is an arduous way 
to spend a late night studying 
in Copley Library. Yes, it's 
that time: the weight of finals 
is upon the University of San 
Diego community once again. 
Getting away from the 
same sidewalks and Spanish-
styled buildings that make up 
USD is a good way to liven 
up the study environment 
and grab a quality shot of 
espresso. Lucky for Toreros, 
San Diego is teeming with 
trendy coffee shops and fancy 
avocado toast, making them 
perfect for a study session. 
San Diego has an off-campus 
study spot that may suit 
everyone's style and taste. 
Communal Coffee 
Better known as Coffee 
and Flowers, this quaint little 
shop is located in North Park. 
A popular place for college 
students and hipsters, it 
serves unique drinks like 
lavender honey and sea salt 
caramel lattes, plus plenty 
of study snacks, including 
scones and the famous goat 
cheese lavendar honey toast. 
It has both indoor and outdoor 
seating, along with a quiet 
back room where students 
and other coffee enthusiasts 
type on their laptops and sip 
on cappuccinos. The outdoor 
seating is encompassed 
by a plant-nursery with 
succulents hanging on the 
walls around the shop. It 
has free wifi and is about a 
15-minute drive from campus. 
Mission Valley Public 
Library 
If you enjoy the comfort 
of a library but don't feel like 
running into every person you 
know at USD, the Mission 
Valley Public Library is about 
3.5 miles from campus and 
has a wide array of ebooks, 
articles, databases, and 
more. It is an open and clean 
location with free wifi and 
plenty of parking. For caffeine 
lovers needing a quick fix, 
the library also located near 
a Starbucks. The library is 
full of nooks and crannies if 
you're an introverted studier 
and has open tables similar 
to the main floor of Copley. 
Pacific Ridge Study Lounge 
Head across the street 
from campus, grab one of 
your Pacific Ridge-residing 
buddies, and hit the books. 
The study lounge is a great 
place for those who don't have 
a car but still need a close 
getaway. The study rooms 
are located on the first floor of 
Carmel next to the pool and 
are generally filled with college 
students in a more relaxed 
and comfortable environment 
than Copley. Couches line 
the room for a comfortable 
and relaxed environment. 
It's even equipped with a 
coffee bar and complimentary 
coffee, plus it's open 24/7. 
Turquoise Cafe 
Located in Pacific Beach, 
Turquoise Cafe is a perfect 
mix between surf and school. 
This quaint coffee shop has 
the mellow feel of a Southern 
California cafe but is equipped 
with wifi and full of fellow 
laptop-yielding studiers. 
Renowned for its acai bowls 
and smoothies, this spacious 
cafe is a great place for 
early morning and lunchtime 
study days. The cafe also 
serves sandwiches, veggie 
tacos, coffee, beer, and wine. 
Its noise level is relatively 
mellow and has decent 
parking for the oftentimes 
crowded Pacific Beach. Its 
outdoor seating is great for the 
springtime San Diego weather. 
Holy Matcha 
Holy Matcha is a buzzing 
new tea place that recently 
HHHHI 
Photo courtesy of @ho!ymatchaa/lnstagram 
Holy Matcha serves everything matcha-related, and is also a relaxing place to study. 
opened in North Park. For environment for those looking and a homey feel to it. It's 
those who love delicately 
designed coffee shops but 
need a break away from 
being heavily caffeinated, 
Holy Matcha serves trendy 
items, including fresh Matcha 
tea, donuts, and avocado 
toast. Its pink decor and 
vibrant ambiance are a good 
way to lighten up the stress 
of finals. It's a comfortable 
to study in a more quiet setting 
while still being able to enjoy 
its unique food and drink. 
Lestat's Hillcrest 
For all the USD night 
owls, Lestat's Hillcrest is a 
24-hour coffee spot. Its menu 
contains everything from 
Snickers flavored coffee to 
tuna sandwiches. It has both 
indoor and outdoor seating 
unique sphinx statues and 
other unique decor make it 
a quirky cafe full of college 
students and other cafe goers 
alike. It's a perfect place for 
those who prefer the buzz of 
background noise and coffee 
grinders, and also has free 
wifi, plenty of outlets and 
extension cords, and even 
more unique coffee drinks. 
WANTTI IORE INVOLVED? 
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Communal Coffee is a trendy coffee shop that also has free wi-fi. 
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Navigating USD with a disability 
Students of various abilities handle construction, commuting on campus 
KELLY KENNEDY 
Feature Editor 
When visitors and 
students enter campus from 
the East entrance, they are 
usually greeted by a Parking 
Services kiosk representative 
and a sign with directions. 
"Enjoy our beautiful 
walkingcampus,"onesignread. 
Though many campus 
community members can do 
so, those with temporary or 
permanent physical handicaps 
cannot stroll as easily across 
the University of San Diego's 
campus as others can. 
According to the Higher 
Education Compliance 
Alliance, almost all colleges 
and universities must 
comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act and/ 
or Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act. These 
pieces of legislation include 
regulations for accessibility 
and equal opportunity for 
Americans of all abilities to 
pursue higher education. 
The University of San 
Diego Compliance Matrix 
explained USD is compliant 
with both pieces of legislation 
in terms of student access. 
USD must also comply with 
California law and the California 
Fair Employment and Housing 
Act in terms of facilities and 
employee accommodation. 
With construction 
engulfing the West side 
of campus, students have 
may also issue temporary 
disabled placards for up to 
a 30-day use for those who 
request special parking 
needs and can provide a 
verifiable note from a medical 
doctor. These requests 
must include a specific date 
range and can serve as a 
temporary USD disabled 
permit to obtain a handicap 
placard from the DMV. 
Parking Services and 
Public Safety may also 
provide assistance to disabled 
individuals, but may not be 
able to accommodate all 
requests due to departmental 
personnel availability, priority 
calls, and emergencies. 
First year Elizabeth 
Bushnell is in a wheelchair. 
She said she chose to attend 
USD because it was smaller 
and easier to navigate. 
"Accessibility was a 
concern, albeit a relatively 
minor one, as I am high 
functioning and fairly 
adaptable," Bushnell said. 
Bushnell lives on 
campus and noted that, 
while classrooms and the 
Student Life Pavilion are 
accessible, they could be 
improved to better serve 
students with disabilities. 
"Many of the classrooms 
have desks with attached 
chairs, which I can make 
work, but it'd be easier if these 
classes had a few ordinary 
desks," Bushnell said. "As 
for the dorms, I live in San 
"The construction kind of stinks. It's a huge 
detour, and my electric wheelchair doesn't 
handle bumps well, so I've gotten stuck a 
couple times where they have the wooden 
boards and asphalt chips. It takes me a few 
extra minutes to get where I need to be." 
-Elizabeth Bushnell 
been redirected to small, 
temporary walkways to move 
from one side of campus 
to the other. Though the 
construction is temporary, 
its impact draws attention 
to the issue of accessibility 
for handicapped students. 
Both USD Parking 
Services and the Department 
of Public Safety have policies 
to accommodate students 
with mobility impairment. 
According to Parking 
Services' website, vehicles 
displaying an official handicap 
placard and valid USD parking 
pass may park in white lines, 
yellow-lined, USD tow away, or 
loading zone spaces without 
being cited. Parking Services 
Buenaventura, where there 
are no automatic doors." 
Bushnell explained that 
getting to and from class is 
usually not too strenuous, 
as she can also reach out to 
Public Safety for assistance. 
"My commute is fine. In 
my manual wheelchair, I can 
sprint from San Buenaventura 
to the front door of the science 
building in just under 15 
minutes (14:37)," Bushnell 
said. "The tram is about a 
50/50 shot if the lift is working, 
so I don't bother with it, but 
Public Safety is great. They've 
helped me out a couple 
times when I've gotten my 
electric wheelchair stuck." 
The construction, 
Handicap parking spaces and 
on the other hand, has 
challenged Bushnell's routine. 
"The construction kind 
of stinks," Bushnell said. 
"It's a huge detour, and my 
electric wheelchair doesn't 
handle bumps well, so I've 
gotten stuck a couple times 
where they have the wooden 
boards and asphalt chips. It 
takes me a few extra minutes 
to get where I need to be." 
Luckily, Bushnell's 
professors and peers 
have been both 
accommodating and helpful. 
"[Professors] make 
sure to adapt activities and 
are understanding if I'm late 
coming from another class, 
or if my electric wheelchair 
malfunctions," Bushnell said. 
"Students here are very 
kind and willing to help. They 
always offer to help me up 
hills. I don't want [anyone] to 
think I'm rude for declining, 
but my chair isn't designed to 
be pushed. It's weighted more 
toward the front to help me 
push and tilts forward easily, 
so it's really more that I'd 
rather not run the risk of being 
dumped out in wheelbarrow-
esque fashion. [The offer of 
help is] much appreciated, 
keep being your lovely selves." 
First year Patrick Bonner 
expressed that he is pleased 
with accessibility on campus 
and the resources provided by 
Disability Services. An Arizona 
native, Bonner chose USD for 
its small campus and class 
size and Catholic identity. 
"Accessibility was 
other resources are available 
definitely a factor in my college 
choice," Bonner said. "It's all 
been great so far. Disability 
Services has been amazing. 
I live on campus in Missions 
A, and I'm satisfied with it." 
Bonner, like Bushnell, 
has also been frustrated with 
the changes in accessibility 
due to construction. 
Kelly Kennedy/The USD Vista 
for disabled students. 
classrooms I need to via the 
tram because the Camino tram 
is so infrequent," Rivette said. 
"The more handicap oriented 
[pedestrian] routes through the 
construction are even difficult 
to navigate because they are 
uneven and out of the way, 
meaning that I have to spend 
more time hobbling around 
"Accessibility was definitely a factor in my 
college choice. I'm definitely excited for 
the construction to end. Public Safety has 
also been really helpful, especially when 
my [electric wheelchair] broke down in the 
rain." 
- Patrick Bonner 
"My commute is more 
difficult because some of the 
accessibility is blocked off, 
which is annoying," Bonner 
said. "I'm definitely excited 
for the construction to end. 
Public Safety has also been 
really helpful, especially 
when my [electric wheelchair] 
broke down in the rain." 
Junior Elizabeth Rivette 
has been on crutches for two 
weeks with a temporary hip 
injury. Though she will only 
spent about three to four 
weeks without full mobility, 
she has had a hard time 
adjusting to campus terrain, 
especially due to construction 
pedestrian detours. 
"I can't get to the 
trying to get to class. I'm 
usually stuck asking for rides, 
calling Public Safety, or even 
Ubering, because trying to get 
to the IPJ from Manchester is 
not an easy task on crutches." 
Though the expansion of 
Colachis Plaza has disrupted 
pedestrian routes on the West 
side of campus, students 
who do not have full mobility 
have been disproportionately 
affected. Students with 
temporary and permanent 
mobility issues can access 
resources at USD to aid them in 
their daily and academic lives. 
The USD Vista reached 
out to Disability Services, 
but the program director was 
unavailable to comment. 
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New Humanities Center 
October 2016 
In October 2016, the new Humanities Center opened 
in Serra Hall. Developed by the College of Arts and 
Sciences with help from philosophy professor Brian 
Clack, Ph.D., the center sponsors collaborative 
research, hosts events, and supports the public and 
digital humanities. 
Addressing homelessness at USD 
Fall 2016 
The Homeless Outreach Student Transition 
Program (HOST) has implemented food pantries 
on campus with the help of Mortar Board and 
other campus organizations. Senior Robert Area 
saw a need for food and housing security on 
campus and started HOST at USD in fall of 2016 
USD alumnus hired as Memphis Grizzlies 
head coach 
September 2016 
David Fizdale, class of 1996, was hired as the 
Memphis Grizzlies' head coach. Fizdale is a former 
point guard and assistant coach for the Toreros. 
Sexual Assault lawsuit 
Reported on: October 2016 
A former Torero filed a lawsuit against the University 
of San Diego, alleging that the university mishandled 
her sexual assault claim against another USD 
student in 2014. This is the second lawsuit filed 
against the university since spring of 2015, when a 
law school student also filed a suit against USD. 
Election results 
November 2016 
Donald Trump was 
elected President of the 
United States. 
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Kelly Kennedy 
Feature Editor 
Swastikas on campus 
February 2017 
Swastikas were found in the first floor bathroom of 
Camino Hall and in the Kroc Institute for Peace and 
Justice in March. Donald Godwin, Assistant Vice 
President and Dean of Students, noted that there 
had been five similar acts of intolerance across 
campus as of Feb. 24. The campus community 
responded with several events about inclusivity and 
acceptance. 
jMMMMBHHIMH 
Construction on campus 
January 2017 
Construction began Jan. 9, and it is set to be 
completed before the fall semester starts. Will 
campus ever look the same? 
Aromas reopened 
February 2017 
A renovated Aromas brings a more eclectic 





Agnew drafted by 
NFL 
April 2017 
Senior cornerback for 
the USD Torero football 
team, Jamal Agnew, 
was drafted in the fifth 
round by the Detroit 
Lions. 
T 
Supreme Drag Superstar shined 
April 2017 
PRIDE held its sixth annual drag show on campus 
this April, featuring student performances by drag 
kings and queens and hosted by well-known drag 
queen, Milk. 
PA Program gets a facelift 
Spring 2017 
USD's Preceptorial Program underwent major changes this year and has been renamed 
"Scholastic Assistant Program." The changes give present community members a clearer picture 
of the functions of Scholastic Assistants. „cn,,, Nora Brewington/The USD Vista 
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Non-traditional post graduation plans 
Seniors pursue paths outside of the usual 9 to 5 options 
VICTORIA ZIELINSKI 
Contributor 
As the 2017 spring 
semester draws to an end, 
University of San Diego 
seniors are eagerly awaiting 
the start of summer and 
anticipating the next step that 
lies just beyond graduation. 
While some students 
will seek full-time jobs or 
internships, others will 
follow less traditional paths 
for their employment. 
Senior Hunter Levy 
is devoting the summer 
to volunteering on a farm 
in Tennessee, certainly a 
change of pace compared to 
the beaches of San Diego. 
"I'm excited to experience 
a new part of the country and 
live in a place where I've never 
been with people I care a lot 
about," Levy said. "I was drawn 
to the freedom of living on a big 
plot of land and being outdoors 
on a big plot of land in a tent." 
This opportunity came 
about through a program 
called Work Away, a hospitality 
service that offers homestays 
to volunteers who work for 
their hosts in exchange for 
housing and food. He heard 
about Work Away through a 
friend that he met at summer 
camp while on a bike tour 
Ball plans to work as a sales associate for a New Zealand are supplier after graduation. 
This volunteering 
opportunity will be a hands-
on experience, a change of 
pace from classroom learning. 
In September, Levy 
will join the Peace Corps 
in Morocco. He said that 
he became interested 
"[Working abroad with kids] gave me 
motivation to follow a non-traditional path 
to find work that I found more meaningful 
opposed to making as much money as I 
could." 
-Hunter Levy 
from Indiana to San Diego. 
Levy shared his 
excitement for his summer 
plans on the farm and 
anticipated that his experience 
will be a positive one. 
"I'm hoping to have 
personal growth, teach 
myself to build things, and 
craft better," Levy said. "I'm 
going to be building a slack 
line, learn to use farming 
equipment better, and be 
taught non-traditional skills." 
in pursuing this position 
through his experiences 
abroad working with kids. 
"It gave me motivation 
to follow a non-traditional 
path to find work that I 
found more meaningful as 
opposed to making as much 
money as I could," Levy said. 
Giving back to others is 
certainly important to many 
students at USD, and Levy 
has several opportunities 
to serve his communities. 
Senior Katie Quinn 
will be staying in San 
Diego this summer. 
Quinn was accepted to 
the Fulbright program and 
will travel to Malaysia in late 
December. Before she leaves, 
Quinn said she plans to enjoy 
San Diego and spend her time 
enjoying the Pacific Ocean. 
"For the summer, I am 
going to work as a kayak tour 
guide in La Jolla," Quinn said. 
"So basically, I'm going to play 
in the ocean for some cash 
money. I'm also doing this 
one consulting project for a 
commercial real estate firm, 
but that's less 'spunky,' and it 
definitely won't tone my arms." 
Quinn credited a friend 
for informing her of the kayak 
position, and her honors thesis 
adviser brought her attention 
to the consulting project. She 
said she is eager to begin her 
summer and take a break from 
the pressures of academia. 
"I'm excited because 
I'm admittedly somewhat 
of a type-A person," Quinn 
said. "I make a checklist 
for virtually everyday of my 
life and am always trying to 
achieve top marks or secure 
some prestigious internship, 
but this summer, I'm doing 
something that's just purely 
enjoyable with pretty fantastic 
people [as] co-workers." 
Quinn explained that 
Photo courtesy of Madeline Ball 
plane ticket, Ball came across 
a unique opportunity searching 
through New Zealand job sites. 
Ball originally planned 
to work for a ski resort as 
a ski instructor. When the 
plan did not work out as 
planned, she was determined 
"I make a checklist for virtually everyday 
of my life and am always trying to achieve 
top marks or secure some prestigious 
internship, but this summer, I'm doing 
something that's just purely enjoyable with 
pretty fantastic people [as] co-workers." 
-Katie Quinn 
Photo courtesy of Katie Quinn 
Quinn will work as a kayak guide before beginning the Fullbright program in Malaysia. 
taking time for herself and 
spending time with co­
workers should make for 
an enjoyable summer job. 
Quinn will spend about 
a year in Malaysia with the 
Fulbright program before 
returning to the U.S. She will 
be doing an ETA, or English 
Teaching Assistantship, to 
improve foreign students' 
English language abilities. 
"I can't even begin to 
describe how excited I am 
to be hurled into this entirely 
novel environment and 
culture," Quinn said. "It's 
going to be an abrupt learning 
curve, but I can't wait." 
Senior Madeline Ball 
also has unconventional 
post graduation plans. Ball 
will be traveling this July 
more than 6,000 miles to 
Wellington, New Zealand. 
Ball shared that her 
search for jobs in New Zealand 
came after she bought 
a spontaneous one-way 
plane ticket to New Zealand. 
"Once I made the decision 
to live in New Zealand, nothing 
could stop me," Ball said. 
After she bought the 
to challenge herself to do 
something different. Ball 
decided to work in sales for 
an art supplier. She said that 
she still has plans to travel 
and ski all over New Zealand. 
Ball stated that she 
is truly using everything 
USD has given her to 
branch out internationally. 
"I like leaving so much to 
the imagination and just going 
with what my heart needs, 
which is to be uncomfortable 
and travel more," Ball said. 
"I am most excited to do 
something so vastly different in 
a place I am unfamiliar with. I 
like the idea that at any moment 
I could meet someone that 
could change the trajectory 
of my time spent there." 
These graduating seniors 
are pursuing their passions 
through novel and unique 
experiences after graduation. 
The summer after 
graduation is often filled with 
many changes and challenges 
for graduating seniors. That 
being said, it will also be 
their chance to navigate 
life after college, armed 
with a well-earned degree. 
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Reflecting on my time at USD 
DAN I DEVRIES 
Opinion Editor 
Honestly, I have no idea 
how I am a senior already. 
As cliche as it is, I feel like I 
just moved to San Diego as 
a freshman, trying to make 
sense of this new place and 
environment. Although four 
years have passed, I'm still 
trying to make sense of it all. 
Sure, I've finally figured 
out the differences between all 
of the acronyms we are so fond 
of using here at the University 
of San Diego, but the sense of 
uncertainty still lingers. Now, 
instead of having to get used 
to a new environment and 
community, I have to wrap my 
head around the fact that in 
three short weeks, I have to 
leave this place I've learned 
to call home. It's a strange 
feeling when you realize just 
how much you've come to 
love USD. I started to figure 
it out when I began referring 
to San Diego and the life I've 
made here as home—much 
to my parents' dismay I might 
add. While I love the city, it's 
not San Diego that generates 
this feeling; it's USD. 
It's true that many of 
us lack school spirit, but just 
because we're all not running 
around in blue all day every 
day doesn't mean that we 
aren't proud to be Toreros. It's 
quite obvious that it's not Diego 
that brings us all together, 
it's the sense of community. 
My USD community has 
many overlapping parts: the 
students in my communication 
classes, the women in my 
sorority, the friends I met 
abroad, The USD Vista 
staff, my roommates, and 
all the random friends and 
acquaintances I've met along 
the way. No one's community 
looks quite like mine, and 
that's okay because we all 
have our own communities 
under the flourishing umbrella 
of the USD community. 
It is the community, not 
the classes, events, or the 
beautiful campus, that I am 
going to remember when I 
look back on my time at USD. 
It is this community that makes 
the prospect of graduating so 
scary. Trust me, I'm ready to 
be done with homework and 
tests, but I would take my finals 
a million times over if it meant 
that I could stay for just a little 
bit longer with these people. 
Knowing that I spent the 
past four years building up 
this network of classmates, 
professors, and friends is 
frightening. Come May 28, I 
have to say goodbye to all of 
them possibly forever. USD 
has prepared me for a lot of 
things, but saying goodbye 
is not one of them. Yes, I can 
come visit, I can go to reunions 
and join an alumni chapter, 
and all that good stuff, but I am 
going to miss being in college 
more than I ever thought was 
possible. Even though a new 
and exciting chapter of my 
life is opening, I can't seem to 
focus on anything but my time 
here at USD coming to a close. 
As the countdown to 
graduation ticks down, and 
post graduation crossroads 
loom in the not-so-distant 
future, there are a lot of things 
I am unsure about. But there 
is one thing I know for certain: 
USD was the best decision 
I could have ever made. So 
thank you, USD. I love you. 
Dani DeVries /The USD Vista 
Showing school spirit with Diego Torero. 
Building rapport with professors 
TARYN BEAUFORT 
Asst. Opinion Editor 
As another semester at 
the University of San Diego 
nears its end, students begin 
to say goodbye to professors 
they have spent countless 
months getting to know. On 
a small campus like USD, 
some students develop 
close relationships with 
professors. Many students 
seem to wonder how they can 
maintain these professional 
relationships beyond the 
classroom post-graduate. 
The question of how 
students should appropriately 
display their appreciation to 
professors post-graduation 
remains. For some, that may 
mean simple thank you notes 
for their time. For others, it may 
be a more personalized gift. 
Junior Ava O'Brien said 
the end of the semester 
doesn't mean that all 
communication has to stop 
with previous professors. 
"I would keep in contact 
with professors, especially 
for future jobs or letters of 
recommendation," O'Brien 
said. "Or even if it's just 
keeping in contact to let 
them know where I am." 
According to O'Brien, it 
isn't uncommon for students to 
reach out to former professors 
to send a quick update. 
"I wouldn't just email a 
professor to see how they are 
doing," O'Brien said. "It would 
ha ve to relate back to the course 
because you want to keep the 
professor-student relationship 
professional. You don't want 
it to be taken the wrong way." 
One of the biggest 
qualities O'Brien noticed 
in a professor is the level 
of support they are willing 
to offer their students. 
According to O'Brien, 
there are particular qualities 
professors possess that would 
make her more prone to give 
a gift of gratitude at the end 
of the semester. Some of 
the qualities she mentioned 
include making themselves 
available outside of office 
hours, being accommodating 
to students' schedules, 
and making sure everyone 
understands what is expected 
of them in the classroom. 
"I would get a gift for 
them because they took the 
time to show that they really 
care and wants the best for 
their students," O'Brien said. 
"I think an appropriate gift 
would be like a Starbucks gift 
card or really any gift card." 
Giving gifts to university 
professors seems to carry a 
fine line. O'Brien suggested 
that an appropriate gift would 
be something that is regularly 
used by professors, such as 
gift cards. However, anything 
beyond that would be too 
much according to O'Brien. 
Communication studies 
himself a single question to 
determine how to proceed. 
"Now if a student never 
talked to me over the course of 
the semester, never engaged 
"I would keep in contact with professors, 
especially for future jobs or letters of 
recommendation. Or even if it's just 
keeping in contact to let them know where 
I am." 
-Ava O'Brien 
professor Bradley Bond shared 
a similar perspective with 
respect to professor-student 
rapport. Bond explained that he 
would find professor-student 
relationships sensible for his 
students who are engaged 
in the classroom, attend 
office hours, or have worked 
closely with him on research. 
"[For] students who 
approach me after class or 
students who engage in the 
classroom, come to office 
hours, and then approach 
me with gift at the end of 
the semester, it's logical, it 
makes sense," Bond said. 
Bond approached the 
fine line of professor-student 
rapport with great diligence. 
He said that he believes each 
relationship is different and 
depends fully on context. 
Bond shared that he asks 
in class, or I never saw them 
in office hours and then made 
that effort. It might seem a 
little disjointed," Bond said. 
One of the perks of 
keeping in touch is the various 
social media platforms. These 
social sites are often used to 
stay in contact with former 
students. Bond stated he chats 
with many former students 
that he had developed a 
connection with outside of class 
through Instagram Or Twitter. 
"I will have requests 
just sitting in my inbox until 
students are in their last 
semester," Bond said. "Then I 
accept. That right of passage 
from student to alumni 
does mean something." 
By staying in contact 
with former students Bond 
said he hopes that it will 
encourage recent alumni 
to stay connected to USD. 
Bond shared that he believes 
it will help build a community 
for alumni by feeling 
connected to the department. 
Junior Khalil Suradi 
wouldn't think twice about 
reaching out to a former 
professor. Suradi said that 
he still keeps in contact with 
past professors for various 
reasons. He sends them 
updates on what he's doing or 
asks for suggestions on what 
he should be doing. Ultimately, 
Suradi shared that he believes 
it depends on the person. 
"I think professors 
definitely know your intentions 
and motives for reaching out," 
Suradi said. "So I do think they 
put into consideration a more 
caring or invested response. 
I think they actually even 
enjoy getting that feedback 
or you reaching out to them, 
[...] because it lets them know 
that they impacted your life." 
When the semester is 
said and done, the professor-
student relationship doesn't 
need to come to an end. Small 
tokens of appreciation like 
gifts or even taking a professor 
out for drinks may fall into a 
bit of a gray area. However, 
it should be remembered that 
these are all highly situational. 
If you are ever unsure, it is 
always safe to follow up with a 
quick email or thank you note. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body. 
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Seniors' final thoughts 
My advice to any college student would be: don't be afraid to change. Lots of people show up to college with an idea of 
who they are or what kind of person they're supposed to be, and I feel like that can be very limiting. To me, college was all 
about using these four years to truly find what I enjoy, and not being ashamed to say when I didn't like something. 
Remember that your own happiness is the most important thing, so don't 
put on a facade to try to make other people happy. 
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Conquering the job search 
BROOKLYN DIPPO 
Editor in Chief 
Go to college and you 
will get a better job. That's the 
promise that inspires young 
high school students to spend 
four years and thousands of 
dollars on a bachelor's degree. 
The knowledge and 
experience that you gain in the 
semi-independent years after 
high school are undeniably 
valuable, but no one hands 
you a job offer with your 
diploma. What can be even 
more frustrating is that the job 
market is oversaturated at the 
end of May every year. Recent 
graduates are eager for any 
entry-level position, and 
employers have the cream 
of the crop to choose from. 
A dozen times I have 
found myself in a black hole 
on job posting sites at 2 a.m. 
wondering when it became 
so difficult. It's in these wee 
hours that I fiddle with regret, 
before dozing off with my 
computer still open on my lap. 
As they say, the hardest 
part of the job search is getting 
your foot in the door. There 
seem to be a few techniques 
that work better than others. 
If you can get a head 
start with an internship, you 
are definitely in a position 
to be hired. Employers want 
to hire people who they 
know can get the job done 
and who mesh well with the 
office community. If you're 
already there, then ask about 
postgraduate opportunities. 
Senior Austin Jacobs has 
been interning at lllumina for 
the past year and knew that 
he wanted to stay with the 
company in a full-time position 
me, but this is where I want to 
be.' He said, 'Ok, I agree with 
that. Let's see how we can go 
about getting you an offer.'" 
While Jacobs was very 
fortunate, we can't all intern 
at our dream company. 
Some students are forced 
to compete with everyone 
else who scrolls through 
the job boards. To make 
your resume stand out, you 
"The research shows that a large portion of 
professional jobs are never publically listed 
or advertised, but instead filled through 
established networks. So informational 
interviews are invaluable for tapping into 
these networks " 
after graduation. He took an 
opportunity to tell his supervisor 
and is in the process of 
negotiating an offer right now. 
"I pretty much just said, 
'Hey, I want to work here after 
graduation really badly. I feel 
I've been doing a good job 
and filling in gaps. When I'm 
not here, a bunch of projects 
don't get done and puts us 
behind the eight ball as a 
department and a business. 
You are the person I want to 
work for because you push me 
to learn and outgrow outside 
of my comfort zone. Other 
companies are trying to hire 
-T. O'Rourke 
might try something different. 
If you're feeling really 
confident, you might take the 
approach of a college graduate 
who boldly relocated from 
Lithuania to San Francisco in 
hopes of working for a tech 
company. To get through the 
front doors, he has dressed 
up dozens of times as a 
Postmates delivery man and 
delivered donuts along with 
a message that reads, "Most 
resumes end up in trash. 
Mine—in your belly." So far, he 
has landed over 10 interviews 
out of the stunt, according to an 
interview with Business Insider. 
For those of us who aren't 
bold enough to recreate the 
viral pitch, there are creative 
ways to get noticed without 
shoving your resume in front 
of someone. Personally, I have 
had astronomical success 
with informational interviews, 
including a few job offers. What 
started as a class assignment 
turned into my plan for building 
a post-graduate network. 
Professor T. O'Rourke, 
who assigns informational 
interviews as part of his 
Interviewing and Negotiating 
class, explained the 
purpose of the assignment. 
"Professional contacts 
are much more likely to agree 
to meet with students who are 
looking for information, rather 
than those who are just looking 
for a job," O'Rourke said. "By 
asking if they can spare 20 
minutes to answer questions 
about their experience, a 
student taps into a human 
desire to help others." 
You have to be genuine, 
and you should never expect 
anything beyond information 
out of it. Often these 
connections will go above 
and beyond. Sometimes 
that means offering their 
network as a resource and 
introducing you to more 
successful individuals, and 
sometimes it means a job 
offer with their company. 
"The research shows that 
a large portion of professional 
jobs are never publicly listed 
or advertised, but instead 
filled through established 
networks." O'Rourke said. 
"So informational interviews 
are invaluable for tapping into 
these networks, and building 
one's circle of contacts." 
Regardless of the results 
of your informational interview, 
be sure to show appreciation 
with a handwritten thank you. If 
you decide to enter this career 
field, you will probably cross 
paths with this person again 
and you want to make the 
best impression that you can. 
No matter how you 
get your foot in the door 
to secure the interview, 
don't get too comfortable. 
Invest time in preparation 
and practicing. That is key, 
according to O'Rourke. 
"No one expects to be an 
expert swimmer the first time 
they jump in a pool. With each 
interview and negotiation, 
we gain experience, 
knowledge, and confidence." 
Don't let the job hunt get 
you down. Get organized, 
be persistent, use your 
creativity, and say thank you 
to anyone who takes the 
time to look at your resume, 
even if they can't offer you a 
job. Good luck to my fellow 
soon to be college graduates. 
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Student Award Winners 
Each year, Student Affairs staff and administrators nominate 
students who have demonstrated outstanding achievement and 
contributions in the areas of student government, official 
university-sponsored activities, multicultural awareness and 
understanding, service to the entire campus, community service, 
and residential life. Please help us congratulate the following 
students who were recognized for their remarkable achievements at 
the annual Honors Convocation on May 2, 2017. 
Nicole Abraham — Jordyn Corrington 
Dr. Thomas J. Cosgrove Award for Outstanding Service in 
Student Government 
Erin McDonald — Christina Rontell 
Outstanding Service in Official University-Sponsored Activities 
Jane Henderson — Benjamin Joyce 
Outstanding Contribution to the Entire Campus through 
Involvement 
Chelsea McLin — Una Wallace 
Outstanding Contribution to Multicultural Awareness and 
Understanding 
Emma Doolittle — Stephen Pollmann 
Outstanding Contribution to Residential Life 
Jessica Pettenuzzo 
The Chet Pagni Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Congratulations and we wish you all great success! 
University I 
<< San Dieyp* 
'the view's', expressed ih'the Opinion'sediion are not 'necessarify thbse of The USb Vista staff, the U'hiversity of San Diego, or its stuck>\t body. 




ASST. SPORTS EDITOR 
NOAH HILTON 
@thebackseatlamp 
Men's tennis wins fourth straight WCC title 
MATTHEW ROBERSON 
Sports Editor 
Every college athlete 
understands the feeling of 
pride that comes with beating 
a conference foe. Years of 
battling against the same 
opponent often breed a mix 
of admiration and animosity. 
The University of San 
Diego men's tennis team, 
fresh off its fourth straight 
West Coast Conference 
Tournament championship, 
surely has instilled those 
feelings in other WCC teams 
over the last four seasons. 
The consecutive quartet 
of conference tournament 
victories is something that had 
neverhappened beforeatUSD. 
The Toreros completed 
their run through the WCC 
tournament on Sat., April 
29 in Claremont, Calif. 
To bring home the 
hardware, the team had to 
endure a grueling 4-3 match 
against the Pepperdine 
Waves in the tournament's 
championship round. 
Despite the familiar 
feeling of winning the 
conference, senior Filip Vittek 
said this year's triumph carried 
a slightly different feeling. 
"We won the conference 
four years in a row, but this year 
we came as underdogs, as the 
fourth seed," Vittek said. "It 
was really stressful, watching 
from the sidelines. But it was 
definitely the most exciting 
one I've had at USD so far." 
Vittek is one of the 
most decorated tennis 
players in school history. 
Earlier this season, Vittek 
broke the USD record for 
most career doubles wins. 
He said that capping off 
his senior season with another 
WCC crown, and bringing 
home four straight for the 
first time ever, is something 
he will savor for a long time. 
"It's definitely a great 
University of San Diego athletes, coaches, and staff gather to watch the NCAA Selection Show. 
Dray Wilson/The USD Vista 
accomplishment," Vittek said. 
"It's never happened before. 
It was the first time in the 
history of USD. This year 
was a great one because 
we had a really young team. 
We had five freshmen on 
the team, so they were in a 
tough situation going into the 
WCC conference. They didn't 
really know what to expect. 
The other teams were more 
experienced; they had more 
older players on their team." 
One of those freshmen, 
Joel Gamerov of Orebro, 
Sweden, was instrumental 
in the Toreros' upset win 
over the Waves. He was the 
first Torero of the day to win 
his match, giving USD its 
first points of the afternoon. 
Gamerov defeated 
Pepperdine sophomore Jack 
Van Slyke by a score of 6-4, 
6-3. Vittek also dismissed his 
counterpart in two sets, beating 
Guilherme Hadlich 7-6 (5), 6-3. 
The final and most 
important win for the Toreros 
came from senior Josh Page. 
Of course, the final victory 
did not come easily. Page 
and Pepperdine's Lautaro 
Pane grinded their way to a 
three set epic. Page came 
out on top, besting Pane by 
a final score of 7-6, 1-6, 6-3. 
For the Toreros, earning 
a trophy in Claremont means 
the next step is traveling 
to the NCAA Tournament. 
Knowing this, the team held 
a gathering for the players to 
watch the selection show, the 
annual program that reveals 
who each team will play in 
the first round and where 
they will have to go to do that. 
This year, the Toreros 
will go to the campus of 
the University of Southern 
California, where they will be 
pitted in the first round against 
the Wisconsin Badgers. 
Vittek said that he knew 
the selection show would send 
them to Los Angeles, given the 
tournament's history of keeping 
the Toreros in Southern 
California for the early rounds. 
He also said that the 
gathering turned out to 
be an affair for more than 
just the men on the team. 
"It was our team and the 
women's team as well, and 
one of my professors came out 
there too and some other staff 
from USD," Vittek said. "It's 
always nice to see the teams 
and who made the tournament 
and who didn't. It was exciting, 
but we knew that we were 
going to go to USC, because 
most of the time it alternates, 
we go to USC and then UCLA 
the next year. That's the 
thing that I don't really like 
about the NCAA because I 
believe [the location] should 
be completely random." 
While the location was 
no surprise, the Toreros 
did get an interesting 
matchup for their first round. 
On May 12, USD 
Filip Vittek holds the USD record for doubles wins and now also has four straight WCC titles to his name. 
will compete against the 
Badgers, who they previously 
tangled with as part of the 
San Diego Spring Break 
Tournament in March. 
In that meeting, the 
Badgers came out on top by a 
score of 5-2. This time around, 
Vittek and the Toreros will 
have some extra motivation. 
"We [play against] 
Wisconsin, [and] we lost to 
them earlier in the year," 
Vittek said. "Hopefully, we can 
get our revenge this time." 
While revenge is surely 
on the mind of many of the 
players, the reality of the 
situation is, regardless of 
how the team fares in Los 
Angeles, that USD men's 
tennis is in an incredible place 
to succeed in years ahead. 
"I believe that USD will 
go in the right direction," 
Vittek said. "They're going to 
get some good players next 
year, and they'll keep the 
tradition and hopefully get 
another [WCC title] next year." 
The Toreros are the lone 
WCC representative in this 
year's NCAA Tournament 
bracket. A win against 
Wisconsin would likely 
mean a second round clash 
with No. 4 USC, one of the 
perennial tennis powerhouses 
on the West Coast. 
If the Toreros can reverse 
their fortunes against the 
Badgers and move on to face 
the Trojans, it could bring a 
tremendous opportunity for 
Torero tennis to introduce 
itself to the rest of the NCAA 
as a force to be reckoned with. 
USD may be a small 
private school on a hill from 
outside the major athletic 
conferences, but the last 
four years have shown that 
they can make quite the 
racket on the tennis court. 




is in his last year at the 
University of San Diego, and 
he is determined to make 
it a good one. Mercado-
Hood, a senior outfielder for 
the USD baseball team, is 
hitting a career best .335 this 
season and has had a stellar 
year so far with the Toreros. 
According to Mercado-Hood, 
part of his career year has 
been taking on a bigger role 
as a player and as a leader. 
"It has been a really fun 
year as a senior," Mercado-
Hood said. "We have a very 
close group of guys who really 
care about one another and 
are always having a great time 
being around each other. We, 
as a leadership group, are 
lucky to have hard-working 
younger guys since the day 
they set foot on campus, 
which makes it easier to lead." 
This formula has seemed 
to work for Mercado-Hood 
and his teammates, as they 
have posted a 29-16-1 overall 
record thus far, with Mercado-
Hood in the middle of it all. 
Batting .335 with 17 doubles, 
9 home runs, and 36 RBI, he 
has already set career bests 
in each of those categories 
except doubles, with nine 
games still to play in the 2017 
season. He earned West Coast 
Conference Player of the 
Week honors in April, hitting 
.579 (11 for 19) that week, 
while also going 6 for 6 with a 
homer and a double in games 
against No. 16 Cal State 
Fullerton and New Mexico. 
M e r c a d o - H o o d  
credited this success to 
changes he made with his 
hitting coaches this year. 
"With the help of our 
hitting coaches, I've made 
a couple small mechanical 
changes to my swing," 
Mercado-Hood said. "[They 
did some things] to help with 
getting shorter to the baseball, 
helping with timing, and getting 
to the inside pitch better." 
Mercado-Hood also 
attributed his success this 
season to simply maturing over 
time, as a player and a person. 
"From freshman year to 
now, I've just matured as a 
person on and off the field," 
Mercado-Hood said. "This 
program has really helped 
Mercado-Hood is among the 
me create an even better 
work ethic and understanding 
for the game of baseball." 
As the season draws to 
a close, Mercado-Hood and 
the rest of the Toreros have 
their eyes on more than just 
regular season success. 
Currently sitting in fourth place 
in the West Coast Conference 
(WCC), the Toreros have a lot 
of work to do to win the WCC 
conference tournament but that 
am leaders in home runs. 
doesn't seem to phase them. 
"Our goals as a team 
have not changed since 
the beginning of the year," 
Mercado-Hood said. "Our 
goal is to win the conference 
championship tournament, 
which is an automatic bid to 
the NCAA tournament. Once 
we get into the tournament, we 
can set our sights on playing 
our way to get to [the College 
World Series in] Omaha. But 
Photo courtesy of USD Toreros 
before then, we just need to 
play our best baseball we can 
and enjoy our time together." 
The end of the 2017 
season should give fans and 
players a lot to look forward to 
as the Toreros finish out their 
conference schedule. If all goes 
according to Mercado-Hood's 
plan, fans could see the team 
make a run at the program's 
first ever appearance in 
the College World Series. 
Two USD alumni coaching in NBA playoffs 
JAKE ELLIS 
Contributor 
The National Basketball 
Association Playoffs started 
about a month ago, and 
there is no shortage of 
former Toreros. Mike Brown, 
a USD grad who is the head 
assistant coach for the Golden 
State Warriors, now has the 
opportunity to lead the Warriors 
to an NBA championship. His 
competition includes another 
former Torero, James Borrego, 
who is an assistant coach 
for the San Antonio Spurs. 
The Warriors are the 
number one overall seed in 
the entire playoffs, giving 
Brown a unique opportunity 
to lead one of the best teams 
in league history. Brown took 
over for Steve Kerr, who is 
dealing with complications 
from a back surgery that 
he had two years ago. 
Brown inherited the 
team as interim coach 
in the final game of their 
first round series against 
the Portland Trailblazers. 
USD alumnus James 
Borrego is an assistant 
coach for the San Antonio 
Spurs, the No. 2 seed in the 
Western Conference. Brown 
may be an assistant like 
Borrego, but he has a little 
more experience in the NBA. 
Brown started his 
basketball career playing 
for the Toreros. He played 
two seasons at USD and 
graduated in 1992 with 
a bachelor's degree in 
business administration. 
In 2000, Brown got his 
first experience as a coach 
when he was hired by Gregg 
Popovich as an assistant 
with the San Antonio Spurs. 
In June 2005, Brown 
replaced Brendan Malone for 
his first head coaching job 
with the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
becoming the second youngest 
coach in the league at the time. 
As Brown gained fame 
among NBA fans, many of 
them began affectionately 
referring to him as "Potato 
Head," in reference to the 
popular toy. On June 2, 
2007, Brown's Cavaliers 
defeated the Detroit Pistons 
in the Eastern Conference 
Finals and advanced to 
the NBA Finals for the first 
time in franchise history. 
In2009, Brownwasnamed 
the NBA Coach of the Year 
after guiding the Cavaliers to 
a franchise-best 66-16 record. 
On May 13, 2010, Brown 
and his Cavaliers were 
eliminated by the Boston 
Celtics in the conference 
semifinals of the 2010 NBA 
Playoffs. With this loss, 
the Cavaliers became the 
first team in NBA history to 
accomplish back-to-back 
seasons of at least 60 wins and 
not advance to the NBA Finals 
in either. The disappointing 
playoff exit resulted in Brown's 
dismissal after the season. 
Brown's next job in the 
NBA was being the head 
coach of the Los Angeles 
Lakers in 2011. His first 
season was shortened to 
66 games because of the 
lockout that season, and the 
Lakers were eliminated in the 
second round of the playoffs. 
Before the 2012-13 
season, the Lakers acquired 
All-Star players Steve Nash 
and Dwight Howard, which 
gave them a starting lineup 
of five former All-Stars. 
Even though they were 
considered top title contenders, 
the Lakers struggled all season. 
Brown only got to see 
the first five games. In 2012, 
Brown was fired by the Lakers. 
His dismissal after five games 
was the third-fastest coaching 
change in NBA history. 
Brown was again hired 
shortly thereafter by the 
Cavaliers, with Dan Gilbert, 
the owner of the Cavaliers, 
calling his past firing a 
mistake. For the first time 
as a head coach, Brown's 
team posted a losing record 
over an 82-game season. 
In May of 2014, he 
was fired by Gilbert for a 
second time. In July of 2016, 
the Warriors hired Brown 
as an assistant coach, 
replacing Luke Walton. 
James Borrego has not 
had the coaching experience 
that Brown has. He is younger, 
but he is getting off to a good 
start. Borrego played three 
seasons with the Toreros, 
and he was named to the 
West Coast Conference 
All-Academic Team 
during his senior season. 
Borrego began his 
coaching career with the 
Toreros as an assistant 
from 2001 to 2003. During 
his tenure as an assistant, 
San Diego captured the 
West Coast Conference 
Championship .and earned a 
trip to the NCAA Tournament 
in the 2002-03 season. 
After his coaching stay 
with the Toreros, Borrego 
began his career in professional 
basketball with the San 
Antonio Spurs, just like Brown. 
Borrego started as an 
assistant video coordinator 
in the summer of 2003 and 
was promoted to assistant 
coach shortly afterward. He 
spent seven seasons with 
the Spurs and was part of 
two NBA Championship 
teams in 2005 and 2007. 
From there, Borrego left 
to join former Spurs' assistant 
Monty Williams when Williams 
took the head coaching 
job with the New Orleans 
Hornets from 2010 until 2012. 
Afterward, he joined 
Jacque Vaughn as the lead 
assistant for the Orlando 
Magic. Borrego took over 
for the Magic when Vaughn 
was fired in February 2015. 
Last June, Borrego 
returned to the Spurs as an 
assistant coach for Popovich. 
Even though Brown and 
Borrego have different roles, 
it is inspiring to see Torero 
basketball represented on 
the highest level. Maybe 
through all this, Brown will 
get another chance at a 
NBA head coaching gig. The 
Spurs always have assistant 
coaches being poached to 
be coaches for other teams. 
Maybe Borrego will be the 
next one to be chosen. 
Both of these guys have 
tremendous experience as 
coaches in the NBA, and it's 
clear that USD basketball 
breeds quality NBA coaches. 
Photo courtesy of Fox Sports Radio/Twitter 
With Kerr out, Brown is in as Golden State's head coach. 
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Top 10 Torero sports moments of the year 
1. Football makes FCS history with playoff win By Noah Hilton, Asst. Sports Editor 
The University of San Diego football program had a season to remember, winning the Pioneer Football League with an 8-0 mark, the first time the 
Toreros had gone undefeated in conference play since 2006. The boys in blue weren't done. On a rainy night in San Luis Obispo, USD made history 
by taking down the Cal Poly Mustangs in a first-round playoff matchup. The win was not just the first playoff victory in school history, but also the 
first time a non-scholarship school had beaten a scholarship program in Football Championship Series (FCS) playoff history. 
2. Men's tennis wins 4th consecutive conference title 
On the backs of seniors Filip Vittek and Josh Page, the Toreros' tennis team took home its fourth straight West Coast Conference crown with a 
dominant weekend in Southern California. Upset wins over the top two seeds in the tournament, Portland and Pacific, clinched an automatic bid to 
the first round of the NCAA championships, where the Toreros will face Wisconsin this Friday. 
6. Bill McGillis hired as athletic director 
In December, USD introduced its new executive director of athletics, Bill McGillis. McGillis, who formerly served as the athletic director ajjLba. 
University of Southern Mississippi, attacked his new position with energy and enthusiasm. McGillis joined the men's basketball team oh the road 
just three days after moving in, and he hopes to continue to grow Torero athletics in the seasons to come. 
7. Drama on the diamond 
Spring brought its fair share of late-inning victories to USD's baseball and softball programs. First, it was freshman phenomenon Sara Silveyra 
smacking a game-winning triple against University of California, Davis to clear the bases and clinch a 7-6 win for USD softball. Less than two 
weeks later, Colton Waltner and Riley Adams hit back-to-back home runs to open conference play for baseball with a walk-off win over Portland. 
Recently, reserve outfielder Chris McCready joined in as well, hitting a two-run homer in extra innings just a week after the passing of his mother to 
lead the Toreros to a victory over Loyola Marymount. 
8. Runners rewrite record books 
The Toreros also showed off their speed this past year. Last October, cross country runner Max Pedrotti 
set a school record in the 8K with a 24:46 mark. This spring featured two strong weekends from female 
track stars Sarah Kapple and Andrea Hughes. Kapple broke school records in the 3K steeplechase in her 
first time running the event competitively and the 800m. Hughes set new marks in both the 3K and the 
5K. 
9. Briggs' weekend in the water 
In February, sophomore swimmer Mackenna Briggs had a meet to remember at the MPSF 
Championships. The event serves as the conference finals for the Toreros and other swim teams in 
the western United States. Briggs' individual times in the 200m freestyle and 500m freestyle both set 
school records, and she was part of the Toreros' record-breaking relay team in the 800m freestyle. The 
£ 
performance would land Briggs All-MPSF honors in both individual events. 
10. Men's basketball wins triple-overtime thriller 
Senior Brett Bailey and sophomore Tyler Williams carried the men's basketball team to a victory in three overtimes against Bethune-Cookman last 
November. Bailey had a game-high 26 points, and Williams scored 10 of his 16 points in overtime as the Toreros won the longest basketball game in 
school history. 
Honorable mention: Bryant's banner year 
USD alumnus Kris Bryant of the Chicago Cubs had a season to 
remember. The third baseman batted .292 with 39 home runs, 
102 runs batted in, and 121 runs, garnering an All-Star nod and 
the National League MVP award. He capped it all by recording 
the final out in the World Series as the Cubs ended a 108-year 
championship drought, the longest in the history of Major League 
Baseball. 
3. Jamal Agnew drafted by Detroit Lions 
USD football isn't known for graduating players into the NFL ranks. This year was the exception for senior defensive back Jamal Agnew, who 
was drafted in the fifth round by the Detroit Lions. The school's career leader in passes defensed, Agnew became the first Torero drafted since 
quarterback Josh Johnson was taken by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 2008. 
5. Senior night standouts 
Senior night is often one of the most special games of the year for athletes and 
their families. This year, two Toreros upped the ante even more, chipping in with 
late-game heroics in their final games at Alcala Park. First, it was midfielder 
Michael Turner of men's soccer coming up with a goal in extra time to topple 
Santa Clara. Three months later, Katherine Hamilton of women's basketball joined the party, hitting a jumper with three seconds left to lead the 
Toreros to a win. 
4. Volleyball wins 18 straight matches 
USD volleyball has established itself as a preeminent power on the West Coast 
and asserted its dominance once again this past season. The Toreros came within 
one win of equaling the school record for consecutive victories, winning eighteen 
straight matches over the course of nearly two months of action. 
